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The examination is being carried out on the following application documents: 
The application documents as originally filed 



Notif icatlon/Proces-verbal (Annexe) 



Anmelde-Nr.: 

Application No.: 00 971 570 7 
Demande n": 



1. 



The following documents (D) are referred to In this communication; the numberinq 
will be adhered to in the rest of the procedure: 

D1: US-A-6 118 436 (KUSHITA MASAYUKI) 1 2 September 2000 (2000-09-12) 
D2: US-A-6 020 878 (ROBINSON EDWARD H) 1 February 2000 (2000-02-01 ) 
D3: GB-A-2 299 394 (FRAZER CONCEPTS LTD) 2 October 1996 (1996-10-02) 
D4: US-A-4 066 853 (ZENK) 3 January 1978 (1978-01 -03) (*) 

(*) D4 refers to a document cited as evidence of the skilled person's general 
knowledge (cited from the examiner's own knowledge in the light of the 
Guidelines. C-VI. 8.9.). A copy of the document is annexed to the communication 



2. The present application does not meet the requirements of Article 52(1) EPC 
because the subject-matter of independent claims 1 and 18 is not new in the ' 
sense of Article 54(1 ) and (2) EPC. 

2.1. regarding claim 1: 

Document D1 (see in particular figures 1 and 2 and accompanying text) discloses- 
A portable electronic apparatus comprising a body portion, and input means 
in form of a touchpad (see column 1. line 7 to 13), wherein the touchpad is 
movable between a first relative position where it operates in a first mode 
and a second relative position where it operates in a second mode (see 
column 2, line 1 9 to 22). 

Moreover, document D2 (see in particular figures 1 and 2 and accompanying text) 

A portable electronic apparatus comprising a body portion, and input means 
in fomn of a touchpad (see column 1, line 44 to 45), wherein the touchpad is 
movable between a first relative position where it operates in a first mode 
and a second relative position where it operates in a second mode (see 
column 3, line 14 to 23). 
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Hence each of the documents Q1 and D2 discloses in combination all technical 
features of claim 1 , whose subject-matter is therefore not new. 

2.2. regarding claim 18: 

Document D3 (see in particular figure 1 and accompanying text) discloses: 

A touchpad apparatus for inputting data, comprising two operational surfaces 
arranged such that a user may use an operational surface for data entry (see 
page 2, line 29 to page 3, line 1). 

r , 

Hence D2 discloses in combination all technical feature of claim 18, whose 
subject-matter is therefore not new. 



3. Dependent claims 2 to 1 7, 1 9 and 20 do not contain any additional features which, 
in combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the 
requirements of the EPC in respect to novelty (Article 54(1) and (2) EPC) and/or 
inventive step (Article 56 EPC), the reasons being as follows: 

3.1 . The additional features of dependent claims 2 to 4, 7, 8, 10, 13 are also known 
. from D1 respectively those of claims 19 and 20 from D3: 

regarding claim 2: body portion contains a display (see D1 ; column 2, line 16 to 
( 18); 

regarding claim 3: the touchpad is arranged to be substantially light permeable 
(see D1; column 2, line 20); 

regarding claim 4: in the first position the touchpad overlays the display (see D1 ; 
column 2, line 16 to 18); 

regarding claim 7: in the first mode, a discrete region of the touchpad arranged for . 
user input corresponds to a displayed item at a given region of the display (see 
D1 ; column 2, line 35 to 39); 

regarding claim 8: in the second mode, the touchpad is arranged to receive user 
input so that relative motion across the touchpad is translated into a 
corresponding relative motion of a displayed element on the display (see D1; 
column 2, line .40 to 46); 
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regarding claim 10: the second position corresponds with the touchpad being 
positioned such that the touchpad and the display occupy opposing surface of the 
apparatus (see D1 figure 2); 

regarding clainn 13: the touchpad is arranged to be rectangular (see D1 ; figure 1). 

regarding claim 19 and 20: data may be entered from either of the operational 
surfaces independently and/or simultaneously (see D3; page 3, line 1 1 to 16). 

2. The additional features of claims 5, 6 and 9 (referring to details of the hinge 
mechanism to fix the touchpad to the body of the electronic apparatus), the one of 
claim 1 1 (referring to the capacitive working principle of the touchpad sensor) and 
the one of claim 17 (electronic apparatus is a telephone) in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, do not meet the requirements of the EPC 
with respect to inventive step, since their subject-matter consists merely of design 
features which are widely known per se and which perform their usual function, 
without interacting to produce an unexpected technical effect. 

3. The additional feature of claim 12 (referring to the non-planarity of the touchpad) 
is a well know design feature of touch panels since they where used in 
combination with CRT- displays having a cun/ed surface as can be seen from the 
exemplary cited document D4 (see abstract and figure 2). The person skilled in 
the art would readily apply this feature to the touchpad as disclosed by the 
application without any inventive skill, nor surprising technical effect, e.g. in order 
to adapt it to a non-planar underlying display device. 

4. The additional features of claims 14 to 16 (referring to the use of a double sided 
touchpad) is rendered obvious by document D3. Especially as the double sided 
input device disclosed therein is explicitly intended to be used as an input device 
for gaming applications (see D3; page 4, line 26 to 33). The use of such a device 
in one of the well known mobile gaming apparatus would be obvious to the man 
skilled in the art, e.g. in order to achieve a more differentiated user input than with 
an ordinary 4-way controller or with a single sided touch pad, like it is known from 
laptop computers. Moreover starting from the teaching of D1 having the problem 
of how to improve the sensitivity of the input device disclosed therein the man 
skilled in the art would easily replace the single sided touchpad with a double 
sided one as it is known from D3. 
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4. It is not at present apparent which part of the application could serve as a basis for 
a new, allowable claim. Should the applicant nevertheless regard some particular 
matter as patentable, an independent claim should be filed taking account of Rule 
29(1) EPC. The applicant should also indicate in the letter of reply the difference 
of the subject-matter of the new claim vis-a-vis the state of the art and the 
significance thereof. 

Additionally the following points should be take into account: 

4.1. To meet the requirements of Rule 27(1 )(b) EPC, the document D1 should be 
identified in the description and the relevant background art disclosed therein 
should be briefly discussed. 

4.2. The new independent claims should be formulated in the two-part form in 
accordance with Rule 29(1) EPC, which in the present case would be appropriate, 
with those features known in combination from the prior art (document D1 to D3) 
being placed in the preamble (Rule 29(1 )(a) EPC) and with the remaining features 
being included in the characterising part (Rule 29(1 )(b) EPC). 

4.3. The features of the claims should be provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses to increase the intelligibility of the claims (Rule 29(7) EPC). This 
applies to both the preamble and characterising portion (see the Guidelines, C-lll, 
4.11). 

4.4. The attention of the applicant is drawn to the fact that the application may not be 
amended in such a way that it contains subject-matter which extends beyond the 
content of the application as filed, Article 123(2) EPC. 

In order to facilitate the examination of the conformity of the amended application 
with the requirements of Article 123(2) EPC, the applicant is requested to clearly 
identify the amendments carried out, irrespective of whether they concern 
amendments by addition, replacement or deletion, and to indicate the passages of 
the application as filed on which these amendments are based. 

If the applicant regards it as appropriate these indications could be submitted in 
handwritten form on a copy of the relevant parts of the application as filed. 
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f hf^TF^n, ftl 5t-;. h©:7'D >i'7'-5'*i, " 
1 1 " ©fii«:{$-3±rj!«ljl^ h (MSB) i. " 0 1" 

<omm':>rmfiif 'J h (lsb) {cjrosasns. 

LtCW, •• 11" ©fii^ttoMSBi. "0 1" ©fii?r 
jiStxfc^Di.i'^-ifiWtRt*. mi 1«> SIC 
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f 4iafl^f fcSd&iitjJi^Ktt. 2filft3nfcr-i'© 

L/. fc-^-?? mximi ) ©7=-5?*jaaoiis©rs 

tth, ) . $/c. Ill i-c«. :/o-:>^'7'-if©SjS 
g7^-3f». iia^©r^i!S4iii-rffM34a'5. Smsn 

•S<J:5{c. Ir^O-^i'tJ. 2 + 7 + 8 + 2= 1 9 b'-^ H 
6 !5: 0 , 3 b--M«ii©ia®!F*?K 4 0 K h ^©I^SB 
10 *5i?ffi-rntf« C©:/P-;'i'7='-5?^a&jitfCiAJpJ 
tferafe^, CCf. 40Kvh«. 4 00dpi©^ji 

&^m-ri>:f'j>ii/^ji-i>')-ifmmvibtni. i 

/I 0 ($^2. 5mm) 1:4)0. ji^©3t?il^. 

tficc©gaofis©m«??s-r^i^x6n^. 

of. 40 ¥y hOimy'-iiU, 36^3'K:a*iitf C i 

^»fC3 b--j^fii^©iii^k:a««)jitf®siKoi>rsi 

H^-r^o a 1 2 «. X^lfWSJf^KJ^mtf $K©>^n ^ 

■C*5, S*© (a) ffl»CCE(]^$<a€. 1 2 4<'<> 
hSa©iiS:©S:* Taj ®t£:*:0-c4>.5, @*© 
(b) it. B\t^^ Taj ©-a5^$6K!i2;^t/cfe© 

gprt«:a«)ji**i2)o s*© (c) ». Mfiiifa©a» 
tt. 07tcji^L//c<fc-5(CBif^©b--:.5^ (mm?m) vm 

J*jAStiS. (c) {C^nSnSjSa7=-if«. (d)© 
:/avi>7=-af4^^Lfcfc©T*S. iS«lt»«©:/a 
30 •vi'f'-i'W. <ig-?'l^iI#?rP>gt>-ricffi;t©(4gKaJ!) 
iitfCiAJT?*^. M*lf»$8©a«?)jA^tia^^!f5^i 

■r.5Ci^:^tei-rSC<!:*s-CtS, :/D.yi'r-f 

*-e»fKii* Lra»3itf iii^y x<b or ssl-:) 

/cJ*. 3 f-F«1{C^i[Lrais?)jAtr. — o©WiLr 
B. 01 3(C^Enrin-r<fc^iCC, Sf?©!. 2, 3 rip 

■r3-o©:^i5]{c, ffliffi©ft*^A>)itcM^lt»$8%a^^)Ji^ 

40 ^ft>t^/c^i^■C^>t»^8©^S*S''J^|!BK:■rs/c^^){c, m 
1 3 CCTKf J: 5 ic 1 o©3 b-MfiSrt(c1i^H2 i-m 

mmx-m>mmmn<D f^- 5? o r «?£ $ n s ni 

i. a^?)3i^/cM^lml6<i:©E»lJ*sE»c;^cS/c^?). Jl 
S. ftii^O. Hl4(cn^TJ:5«:. a^{b©)Eci»Jiff 
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>Kf^3a© (a) ©y77^:J|2;;*CbfcS-C*-S. (a) 
©5^7:7 {CTF-r J: 5 cc. ii^©fSa*iitiBgfi«){c^{b-ri> 

©j)gaiii?:^MStiS. Bn%. (b) CcE:;^L-C7n-rj: 
^{CiffiKT'-ir-cttffl-r.Sfag/O KWa {CiK isa--^ 
>KWbr-». MSIli®©?iga^fl:©fSt?r^Mt- ^. 
C ncc J: o r?iga>''« > FW a l^®M^©iB^©jSa<i^ 

f«R^oKwa©i5iB^{c^sr5, 01 6«. mm 
[0 0 1 3 ] 0 1 7». mmmno:mfym!m m 

6. ;^f--:;7'S 6) ©7Cl9^-f- h^^-r. ^ZlWfbOfg 

(;^7^>7'S3 0 1 ) . m^T'-iiAiXts^ti^t {7. 

7^?7*S302-CYES) . igg^*SfC7'D5.^ftL 

(xf->7-s3 0 3) . #si"SK:taa-r-5.fia©a«* 
J&t'ffi-r (x7^-;--7-s3 0 4) „ cc-c, 

1 1 ©li 1 4«tef5E«g©ifflR©C 

■To S/c, ^®(,^.©Mm. 01 1 fc:^i^L//cJ;^«c^ 

^%!bhnfc{imm%i}^b. H^s©ss©s^©23t^ 
(c^JftSn* ^•S3 0 5) . :/ci y d;#(4{c|S( 

(xf y7's306). #st*>e.ii«tt«©}Siw*s^ 

iii^t»$RA^e.#m.*©i«*?rtft<^ mmmm 

07) . cc-r> m*©is*«. m-ii^m'iyiia 

©iSa-Cg$ift;*.SC<!:{CJ:»)||tf3nS. ffltBSn-fc 
il*ii1flB«. i^;^f-A3> hn-^gpi 5 0{ctH:^$n 
s (xfi-^'ssos) . aTcsnfciafi^T'-d?*). •> 

Xf-A3>hD-'5Sl 5 Otca^OT (X'f-5':rS3 
0 9), ^-^>;i'-5^>{i:i;^?->-r'2>, 
[ 0 0 1 4 ] 0 1 8 «. 017 K.7pUc.m^^.om&{t 

(omm (^^f-'^i/ssos) ©709^+- 
it^o|!(fii(b«. !^«li^©tiaM<S6*>6«*iL/rtf5. 
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(Xf-y:^S3 10). ^Xtc§fS©ggil|*i(c|^L'r?? 

itersf6©mf^.?:-r'^r^-r (;^f •y7-s3 1 1) . 

■r€> (y^f •;'7'S3 1 2) 0 CC-C. ^il^^cffi^ttg 
10 tc*^7--3f{3:. B'l^-r^ (Xr-;;7'S3 1 3) . Wxft 
7=-if©J^m.2ill4(<:^^3nS (X7^->7*S3 1 
4) . ^^tc 2 jilKtCOl^-C. fi- Ffj-^ (Xf-f :^S3 
15). ±T©iSSl|t'-;; h (:^7-yy'S3 1 6) ©StiS 

1 sr-YES) ^fJilf. 

[ 0 0 1 5 ] H 1 9 «. J11Bft«©«7E®ii C^T-y :f 
S3 0d) Oya^-f-\-X^6, ±fE®it$ii'=E'©i[fii 
20 imm (Xr 7'S 3 0 5 ) r-W?JJi«»r3n/c7'a 

i'tt. c<Dmmm<DWi:$mx. mm^mc^min 
m^mic^^i, (;^f -^^^-ss 2 0) , c.c-c. MfS 

tM<S:a7t-r^/£:&(Ci:fiM.S^cSffl©7'D v ^t,m 
->ri>ti« i:^7--9-:fS32 l-CYES) . 

ommimmr^ (xf ^-s 3 2 2 ) „ )^^«tffR». 

7-A3>ha-;i'g|5i 5 0k:il*|-r-5 (xf-2>7'S3 2 

3-CYES) . *?a^f7'n-^i'f=-3r*5#^3nSi. 
40 (;^f--:'7'S3 2 5) . XKli<0$>-}tc7'-'it 

». tfa'?>sa^©ja-cfi]»!(t-r5. 

[0 0 16] (6) !^)£Jl«5*lJ8llA!ia 

02 o«. i^Mmmmsmmme, ;^f"^7*s7)© 

■:'-^i'M«S©3f-©J:^{cg*)5c3f-«:$iM 

7::^s4oi'CYEs) tvK.-:fyt>mmmm» 

50 Wi*))^-^^ (:^f-yfS4) K:fct>r!iJS&7 9^o 
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0 1 ^cj:^iy- hWM(Dmi^f-^^m^m^fcm^v 

^or (Xr^^:7*S4 0 ir-NO) . ^^Mi^^^MM 
S) . MfHtt^R^^WL/ciKII. nf--«±i^^r*^ 

L/ciSS. r3t:-^pJfi|;rj:imr*-S<!:*iJ»r$n;^cii^ 

(y^f'-:;7*S4 0 SrNO) . ^tt^.^i::' 5 so^ 1 
l^C^y hti (;^f**:;7*S4 1 0) . ^fc. i^SS^tCJM 

407TNO) €©**^>f>Jl/--^>CCU^-^> 
■r^c 20 

[00 17] (7) -^r-Kffjtai^Ojai 

SIJ&Jl (06. ;^7--;;7-S7) tC4dl^Tg:SSn/cr3 b' 

-^±:? ^ c r tn^mm^ ^ ^f s o <b ©fflccx^c^ 

^±:7^yFci?5nCC-fe:; h^nrt^^ii^ (;^X77* 
S 5 0 1 -C Y E S ) . 7 0 0?Kh^«^^|57 1 

-^y h§nri>^ii'^CC« (;<f'«>r:7'S5 0 4-CYE 

s) . mi'^^^^Ji^i oom^Brnff^m nc rcc^mfiio 

f'u;:/S5 05) . fl^JC|ft?g-r^nb--rt§CD$lJIS?:tT 

'^^WM'Ctj:i.>m^^CU (Xr ^:7*S5 0 4rN 

o) . iI-^tc';^-->-r^. nb--rtS(DSiM(i. nb 
i^B$-^if-b'xv>^;!^ig:^L/rfc<7&\ $>6mt^m 40 

-SiWK^nri^^iS^CC^i (Xf^'>7'S5 0 4rYE 
S) . m2 2(O7.Tyy*Sb0 5(,mt^. MM-^>(XP 

s 5 0 6 ) . ismmm't-^ ¥v$>^m^ y's 5 so 
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oerYES) iit. B\i^mi$^V'^ xtmiR^tifc^-^^ 

-V'^:^(Dtmi)mt>ti (Xt^ :7'S 5 0 7 ) . Hl^Hi 

(xr '^-^'ss 0 7r'NO) {t. tv^m^^o—mm 
07-cYES){3:. 3b--rtg*5fiM§n;ct«i<t-r5 

mWi^ti^m^V$>-yr (Xf'-^:7'S5 0 9-CYE 
nro^^ii^ (Xr-:;7*S5 1 0-CYES) . MfiSO 1 

i> {TsT jy'sb 1 1 ) o co^. iiiR-r^if^'xoffl 
2-cYEs). at'-m^imm^cdmcw^t^ 

(Xr ^7'S5 1 3) o J^cC:b\ X-r-:;7*S5 1 SVOM 

^^'^ y';;d^M«|(Dr3b*-<fcl>o/c!|$«IS«S©3b---C 

^€)C<h^fiMB^tc^D6it5/cs?). fi^V^•^;^7 O^cg: 
C:fr^)^>?ga^a^S^SP7 HC r - 1 J (DJ:^^c#^^j:^^ 

[0018] ( 8 ) l^^ftCDll^r-^^CD^^J[tIl 

?^ (Xf-^;; 7*5 6 0 1 ) . 7':;^m7^^F5o,,3;^n 
r^^*^<i:-^;?)^«»rL. 7'y^l^fi|7^yF.ook:^n'C 
^Cl^«^ti. ^(DttV^-y-r^ (Xf''>7'S60 2 

rNO) o :fvi;mmyy^F,..,f)ntj:fb{i 

(Xf*'>yS602'CYES) KO 
f'-^5!^^A;^5n^©*f*^-rS (Xf ^;;7'S6 0 
3>„ CCr. >^<-n-K(D7'-^35rSA:^$n/tifi^ 

(X'r-;;7*S6 03rYES) . ^i^>'^'-r3-- K(Df^- 
^ J: OS^n- FiD-f --^^r»ai-r^ (Xf^^;;7*S6 0 
4)o 36tc. J^-a-^b^Or-di^mm&OT-'^ 

^jfifflTs (xf-y7*s6 0 5) „ mmom^T" 
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7"S 6 0 7 ) „ 02 4 ». MiSiT'-i'Oym^ieMmcm 
3- K r 1 23J . St>', TABCJ OlC^^^ 

[0019] ( 9 ) IMffitf $B©ilf!7'-a?'N<Da*ji* 
6, :^7-v-:fS 10) oyuf-i"-hifnt. 'ikiicim 

i'7'-^?*S4^$n^ (y^7--;'7"S7 0 1 ) , 01 IS 
a'0 1 2f/T^L//cJ:-5{cS7'a y ^r-5?^3f-II^ii 

SLfa-ji'mnic^^m^ (Xf -^:/S7 0 2) , xf- 
y -^'S 7 0 2 TtM-Za i'M-^tc^jftSti/cT'n y i> 

(Xf •>-7"S7 0 3) o CC-C. mtb&^T'-iii^mit) 

0 4 r-Y E S ) > hb<it. mAihtstcliomM&ittj: 

7 0 5-CYES). S:/D-;'i'7'-32CDae6jAi«»^fiig?r 
(XT-'^-t/S? 06) . 3€>{C«. T'd-y^f'- 

mt6 (Xf-u.7'S7 07) , ±iBXf--:'7*S7 0 1~ 

s 7 0 7 (o!m*^m$titc&-:^ti yi'T'-n i:mmm 

FfcU< {JSJ^n- F©7'-:J'{C#*jAtf 

(Xr 7'S 7 0 8 ) , ^r©Mmw$Etc-3t,ir±faS!i 

a«:JSL./dS (Xf i'7'S7 0 9-CYES) . Ctl* 1 
M) tcl,m<^Mbtcik {X7--^7'S7 1 0-CYES) . 
[0 020] 026 {i, m^iM^7'--5'(D^^m (X 

f-srT/s? 0 1) ®7af-f- c©7o--c 

5=- i * d' 3 - K-^JX 5 -triE©A:i«)©3 - K Jfeftff 1/ 
(Xf^-^:?'S7 5 0) , mQiCnkbtcWm^nof-i' 

&^fint6 (Xr-> 7'S 7 5 1 ) . -XiC, fpjf-^ h« 
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(Xf'yT'S? 5 2) . X-f »/7*S7 5 2-Ctf 

icMJDL (X7-5)-7'S 7 5 3) . ■/a-:/i'r-i'©5&.'^. 

n^*X#*p-ri (Xf-»^7'S7 5 4Si:)«S7 5 5) , « 

±®MS*^tT-rSC<!;{CJ;O01 OfC7K-r<t^^f1t^ 
©a»3ii!*^r-f (7'0 7i'r-J?) ^iftfiStSn*. 
[ 0 0 2 1 ] SiBjL/cJ: ^k:> *#feB^®B^^^R!J 

10 igU-T'SCitCctorit^^fKP.tifc:/ -:' :?iE*l®Hifi^f 

- $ immimmr s /c*®;^.st#fB'fea&jit? 

^mmi^y'-i'ic-^lS.t^. ttc, ->-f-MmfflOX + 

h 1 0 \-cmi^wt.ibtitcmm<omi^7'-^'p 
(c. H(fS©ji«t»$R*^»tji*nrt,i5»^> asst 

«. SK3b--?:tf-:.fc»^©«B5^. ^©3-F, ^ 
20 ©3f--e*€>©;5^it,^-?/c)l?ilKHT-St»fR?:3f- 

^mrisii-r c t d^ajtecc^t o > #f'p^o«ii©ffi^)j 

*J0f>nS, $6{C, i'Mfli-f>. :/-:'i'ISfil©3t 

«. 3f-®^$?:^Mb/c*)> 3 f-pIfigj&:tel^^Si| 
IS-ra. C*iK:<i:»)iffm©:^^E«:3b--#s|Wjh3n 

30 ^/cWfflli-C^jMl^. X. >'<-3-K';-5^-©iate«: 
[0022] 

[^a^©3^m] *ISH^©»l©ilMM->Xf A«, Jl 
^^$*xfctt?g*iB«#S(cj:»)jl?g*«:^sK-rs. EH 

^$tifcjs«itsfg©^fi)csnfcM?s®ia« 

»b®tf«, 3f-j!)^e>Ste3f-*5£©ll«l^ 

40 3b'-L/c4>©ife®A\ S/c. :i-'J-:^:^;l/©Mf|:<i^6H 
i&RS® 3 b- ^. <!: -5 C i *s-C 

^rs. 0tibi,^m.<mmiS,iy:^fi>vit, w. 

En?®«±-?'. En?fe!^©*iJ|ig®<l:^(C, En^l3fC<i: 
^En?:|ilf^«:$i|RB4aix.S, cnKJ:«3. !^SM«©,S- 

t9fiE©il^}^^S->X7-A-rB. ±fBS«#©«, §6 
50 {c, ^2^IS(^S{cJ:f)^*ro6nfcMfilt»ffi*. »i 
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